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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . [3 This communication is responsive to RCE filed on 1/23/05 . 

2. El The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-13 . 

3. El Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 
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1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/7/05 has been entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1-13 are 
allowed. 

As for independent claims 1 and 9, the prior art, alone or in combination, does not teach 
or fairly suggest a method and apparatus for the generation of a single stream of data for 
subsequent processing form received multiple transport streams of data, said method comprising 
the steps of: receiving a plurality of transport streams of data, each containing packets of data 
and packet identifiers in local database storage in a receiver in a set top box, simultaneously 
processing, merging, and demultiplexing said plurality of streams of data; selecting packets of 
data form said plurality of streams of data, re-mapping only the packet identifiers within the 
selected packets of data using the local data base without remapping of said packets of data, and 
multiplexing the selected packets of data from said plurality of streams into a single stream of 
data, for subsequent processing. 
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As for the most pertinent prior art of record, the Blatter et al (USPN 5,754,651) reference 
discloses a broadcast data receiver that can process and remap packet identifiers (PIDs) in a data 
transport stream under the local control of the receiver. However, Blatter et al does not provide 
teaching on how multiple transport streams can be combined together simultaneously to form a 
single data stream, as well as to the problem of the present invention of preventing identifier 
clashes between packets of data from different transport streams, or to the solution of the present 
invention of only remapping the packet identifiers (PIDs) corresponding to the selected packets 
of data of each stream using the local database without remapping of the packets of data under 
the control of the receiver in order to prevent such clashes. In the Applicant's invention these 
features are specifically disclosed in claims 1 and 9. 

The Magee et al (USPN 5,835,493) reference is directed to the problem of providing a 
remultiplxing system which allows the merging of several transport streams together to form one 
or more output streams. However, Magee is typically found at the headend of a broadcast 
system and not at a receiver end, and therefore, additional ancillary service information is 
required to be inserted into the transport stream to allow receiver devices to receive the merged 
transport stream and reliably process the received data. At col. 6, lines 13-34 Magee teaches that 
one way of doing this would be to reconcile and combine the data combined within the PATs. 
However, there is no requirement to do that in the Applicant's invention and Magee provides no 
teaching to remapping PID data only of selected data packets under the local control of the 
receiver as specifically disclosed in claims 1 and 9 of the Applicant's invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael W. Hoye whose telephone number is 571-272-7346. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller, can be reached at 571-272-7353. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) as 
follows: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Effective January 14, 2005, except correspondence for Maintenance Fee payments, 
Deposit Account Replenishments (see 1.25(c)(4)), and Licensing and Review (see 37 CFR 5.1(c) 
and 5.2(c)), please address correspondence to be delivered by other delivery services (Federal 
Express (Fed Ex), UPS, DHL, Laser, Action, Purolater, etc.) as follows: 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Some correspondence may be submitted electronically. See the Office's Internet Web site 
http://www.uspto.gov for additional information. 
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Or faxed to: 571-273-8300 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window at 
the address listed above. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to customer service whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Michael W. Hoye 
February 18, 2006 
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